
1

Rockville United Church
Waste Reduction and Recycling Overview
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What’s the Best Thing to Do?
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•Reduce and Reuse!
• Use both sides of paper
• Donate unwanted books and toys
• Use reusable bags, containers, cups and 

utensils
• Make your own crafts
• Buy only what you need
• Have a yard sale
• Donate good clothing and household items 

to your favorite charitable organization

•Then, Recycle!
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What Can Be Recycled?
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Montgomery County – Dual Stream Recycling 
Rockville – Single Stream Recycling
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Mixed Paper – All Clean, Dry Paper
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Paperboard and 
cardboard boxes

Newspaper 
and inserts

Shredded 
paper

Unwanted mail, envelopes, 
office paper, magazines, phone 

books, books, etc.

Coated paper items
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Bottles – Jars – Cans All Recyclable 
Containers 
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Plastic bottles, tubs, jars, containers, pails, 
buckets, flowerpots, caps/lids, clamshell 

containers, trays, and more

Aluminum cans, foil, and 
foil products

Bi-metal (steel/tin) 
and empty non-

hazardous aerosol 
cans

Glass bottles 
and jars
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What Types of Plastics Can I Recycle?
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How to Manage Other Plastics

• Plastic bags, film, and shrink 
wrap

• Keep these out of your 
recycling bins

• Take back to most local 
grocery stores & some 
retail stores

• Rigid plastics
• Drop-off for recycling at 

the Shady Grove 
Processing Facility/Transfer 
Station

• Look for products packaged in 
minimal packaging



9

Lots More!
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• Scrap metal
• Yard trim
• Christmas tress
• Bulky, rigid plastics
• Electronics
• Motor Oil
• Antifreeze
• Tires
• Batteries
• Textiles and clothing
• Reusable building materials
• HHW (household hazardous waste)
• Small tanks and cylinders of compressed gases

MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/Recycling
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NEW – Durable Medical Equipment Reuse
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NEW – Mattresses and Box Springs
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NEW – More Textiles
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NEW – More Electronics
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Batteries
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NEW – Food Scraps Recycling Pilots and 
Backyard Composting of Food Scraps
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Single-Family Residential Food Scraps Recycling Collection 
Pilot
• Solicit volunteer households from three areas (portion of 

Silver Spring, Potomac and Bethesda/Rockville)
• Distribute food scraps recycling starter kits
• Provide weekly curbside recycling collection of food scraps
• Transport food scraps for processing

Backyard Composting – Rodent-Proof Compost Bin
• Identify and test rodent-proof backyard compost bins
• Develop and provide educational materials
• Solicit partners to test rodent-proof backyard compost 

bins
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What Happens to Recyclables?
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Contaminants Removed
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Materials Sorted by Hand
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More Sorting
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Materials are Baled
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Recycling Markets
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What Happens to Plastics?
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What Happens to Glass?
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• Recycled glass is called cullet. 

• Cullet is combined with soda ash, 
limestone and sand, 

• Mixture is heated to a temperature 
of 2600o to 2800oF

• Liquid is formed into bottles
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What Happens to Cans?
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What Happens to Paper?
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Finally. Close the Loop.
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Look for this symbol.  

Buy Recycled Products
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Recycled-Content Items

5 water/soda bottles
35 water/soda bottles

1 square yard = 36 
water/soda bottles
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Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection 
Recycling and Resource Management Division 

Alan Pultyniewicz
Chief, Recycling and Refuse Services Section

240-777-6480
Alan.Pultyniewicz@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov

 

Questions?

mailto:Katherine.Vazquez@MontgomeryCountyMD.gov
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